1925: ALLENBY LEAVES EGYPT
had seriously weakened his position. His position would,
in fact, become untenable unless the Foreign Secretary
could see his way to correcting that impression by making
without delay a public announcement that Mr. Hender-
son was coming solely for the purpose of discussing the
situation and facilitating the exchange of views between
the Foreign Secretary and himself and would leave for
London within a \veek of his arrival
Allenby's attitude was, in fact, that the Foreign
Secretary's declared purpose of "putting him fully in
possession of the mind and purpose of His Majesty's
Government" could be as well, if not better, accomplished
by a liaison visit than by a permanent appointment. If
the appointment, however, was made because of dissatis-
faction with himself or his staff it should be frankly
stated.
Several further telegrams passed on similar lines, with
the Foreign Secretary trying to convince Allenby that the
appointment was a perfectly normal one and intended
merely to assist him and to fill a vacancy on his staff,
while Allenby insisted that the effect of the appointment
in Egypt had been deplorable, and that unless Mr.
Henderson's was to be merely a temporary visit he must
adhere to his determination to resign. His final telegram
of this series was as follows:
Either you have confidence in me or you have not. Since
you have made a striking appointment to my staff in the
midst of a crisis without consulting me, and published it
without giving me an opportunity of expressing my opinion,
I presume you have not. It is therefore my duty to resign.
You must know that in a country like this the only inter-
pretation of such an appointment is infirmity of purpose,
and this at such a moment is disastrous. I seek only the
public interest, but I see no way out of the difficulty unless
you can arrange to announce that Mr. Henderson only
comes on a specific mission and for a very brief period. As
I said in my last night's telegram I shall be glad to see
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